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Professional Summary 
Public health professional with a strong background in 

interdisciplinary research, global health, and population 

health sciences. Possesses expertise in HIV/AIDS 

prevention, adolescent development, mental health, and 

health systems strengthening, with a proven ability to 

secure grant funding and produce high-impact 

publications. Experienced in leading complex, multi-level 

interventions and collaborating with global health 

organizations. Passionate about shaping the foundation of 

a forward-thinking School of Public Health that nurtures a 

vibrant, research-driven culture and fosters innovative 

interdisciplinary collaborations to produce real-world 

evidence addressing health disparities locally and globally. 

Committed to advancing the school's mission by 

promoting excellence in education, fostering diversity and 

inclusion, and preparing culturally competent students to 

address health disparities and societal challenges through 

innovative public health solutions. 

• Sexual Reproductive Health and Rights  

• Health Promotion Planning and Evaluation  

• Health Systems Strengthening    

Education 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI – 05/2014 

Ph.D. in Health Behavior and Health Education 

 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI – 05/2010 

Master of Public Health, Health Behavior and Health Education 

 

Mbarara University of Science and Technology (MUST) – 01/2006 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing  

Professional Experience 
Associate Director, African Studies Center   06/2023 to 03/2025 

International Institute, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

Assistant Professor   01/2017 to 03/2025 

Department of Health Behavior and Biological Sciences, University of Michigan School of Nursing, Ann Arbor, MI 

Research Fellow  01/2015 to 12/2016 

Department of Health Behavior and Biological Sciences, University of Michigan School of Nursing, Ann Arbor, MI 

Postdoctoral Fellow   09/2014 to 12/2014 



 

 

Center for Sexuality and Health Disparities, University of Michigan School of Public Health, Ann Arbor, MI 

Graduate Research Assistant  2013 to 2014 

MCubed Grant: HIV-Care Adherence Study, University of Michigan School of Public Health, Ann Arbor, MI 

Project Manager   2012 

Fertility Aspirations and Fertility Control Study, University of Michigan School of Public Health, Ann Arbor, MI 

Team Member   2010, 2011 

Public Health Action Support Team (PHAST), University of Michigan School of Public Health, Ann Arbor, MI 

Project Manager  2009 

Ghana – Michigan CHARTER, University of Michigan Center for Global Health, Ann Arbor, MI 

Nursing Officer  2007 to 2015 

Joint Clinical Research Center, Kampala, Uganda 

Research Assistant  2006 to 2007 

Mbarara University of Science & Technology and UC, San Francisco Research Collaboration, Mbarara, Uganda 

Nurse Intern   2005 to 2006 

Mbarara Regional Referral Hospital, Mbarara, Uganda 

Funded Research 
M-Suubi: A Multi-level integrated intervention to reduce the impact of HIV stigma on HIV treatment outcomes among 

adolescents living with HIV in Uganda (1R01MH126892-01A1)  

Project/Proposal Start and End Date: 09/2021 to 07/2026  Role: MPI 

This proposal examines the impact and cost-effectiveness of an innovative multilevel intervention combining group-based HIV 

stigma reduction for Educators (SE-HIVSR) combined with MFGs for HIV stigma reduction (MFG-HIVSR) plus a family 

economic empowerment (FEE) on HIV treatment adherence and engagement in care outcomes among school-going adolescents 

living with HIV (ALHIV) in Uganda. Study findings, if successful, will have important implications for HIV treatment 

adherence and engagement in care among ALHIV in Sub-Saharan Africa.  

Obusobozi: Suicide prevention among adolescents in Uganda (1R21MH129752-01) 

Project/Proposal Start and End Date: 02/2022 to 11/2024  Role: MPI 

This study seeks to address gaps in early identification of adolescents at high risk of suicide and improving understanding of 

context-specific risk and protective factors in Uganda. This will enable early linkage to preventive and treatment services, 



 

 

ultimately preventing premature morbidity and mortality. Study findings, if successful will have important implications for 

school-based suicide prevention interventions and strengthening mental health among adolescents in resource-limited settings.  

Assessing the Feasibility of Economic Approaches to Prevention of Substance Abuse among Adolescents (R21AA030225-01)  

Project/Proposal Start and End Date: 06/2022 to 05/2024  Role: MPI 

The study will investigate the epidemiology, underlying risk and protective factors for adolescent drug use (ADU) among 

adolescents living with HIV (AYLHIV) and evaluate the effects of a family-based economic empowerment intervention on 

ADU among AYLHIV. The findings from this proposed study will contribute to our understanding of the epidemiology, risk 

and resilience factors and consequences of alcohol and drug use among ALHIV, to inform the development of effective ADU 

prevention intervention. If warranted, these findings will inform the design of an R01 grant to examine the long-term effects of 

a family-based economic empowerment intervention on ADU among AYLHIV.  

Contextual influences, Intervention points and Strategies for Addressing Sexual Violence against Girls/Women with Disabilities  

Project/Proposal Start and End Date: 06/2022 to 09/2024  

This study will identify the multi-level factors that contribute to sexual violence against women with disabilities and identify 

potential intervention points and strategies to address this neglected public health challenge. Women with disabilities are 

almost twice more likely to experience lifetime sexual violence, and 1.4 times more likely to experience physical violence and 

emotional abuse. Insights gained will directly inform the development and refinement of violence prevention programs, 

ensuring they are effectively tailored to meet the specific needs of women and girls with disabilities.   
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